
Arizona State Racing Commission 
Commissioners 

 
 

 

Paul Ulan - Mr. Ulan, Chair, is the principal of Primary 
Consultants, L.L.C., a Phoenix-based market research consulting 
firm specializing in political campaign management, phone banks, 
public affairs and issue management.  Mr. Ulan has specialized in 
bond and override elections for school districts and tax-related 
elections, performing a variety of services including polling, 
demographics and public relations. 
 
 

 

 

Melvin McDonald, Jr. - Mr. McDonald, Vice-Chair, is a 
partner of the law firm of Jones, Skelton & Hochuli since 1985 and 
practices in the areas of criminal defense and major civil litigation. 
He is a former United States Attorney for the District of Arizona 
(1981-1985), a former Superior Court Judge for Maricopa County 
(1974-1981), and has taught Criminal Justice at Arizona State 
University. Mr. McDonald is admitted to practice in Arizona state 
and federal courts.  He is a fellow with the American College of 
Trial Lawyers. 
 

 

 

Thomas E. Kelly, D.V.M. - Mr. Kelly, Racing Commissioner, 
has worked as a veterinarian at Arizona’s greyhound racing tracks 
since the mid 1960’s through the present.  He was raised and 
received his pre-professional education in Arizona, his Veterinary 
Medicine Degree from Washington State University in 1961, and a 
Masters Degree of Public Health in 1965 from the University of 
California, Los Angles.  He retired in 1989, from 27 years as a 
Public Health Veterinarian for Maricopa County. 
 

 

 

Burton S. Kruglick - Mr. Kruglick, former Racing Commission 
Chairman, has been active in Arizona government and politics for 
many years.  He is a former Chairman of the Arizona Republican 
Party (1985-1991) and served as Co-Chair for Senator John 
McCain’s presidential campaign.  He has been appointed to several 
Commissions and Boards over the years and is an active participant 
in community and philanthropic organizations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Ms. Owens, former Racing Commission Chair, was raised in a 
Thoroughbred breeding and racing family in Arizona.  She spent 
many years as an official at many racetracks.  Some of her 
positions included Steward, Director of Racing and Racing 
Secretary, all of which has extended her knowledge of the horse 
racing industry.  For 10 years, Ms. Owens was a Director at the 
University of Phoenix where she also completed her Master’s 
degree.  Ms. Owens is currently the Chair of the Association of 
Racing Commissioners International (RCI).  
 

 
 
 
The following are the terms of the current Commission members: 
 
Name Member Designation 
 Expiration Date 
Paul Ulan Public    
 1/17/2011 
Thomas E. Kelly, D.V.M. Greyhound Racing Industry 
 1/16/2012 
A. Melvin McDonald Public    
 1/21/2013 
Burton S. Kruglick Public    
 1/20/2014 
Erin Owens       Horse Racing Industry 

 1/18/2010(month to month)     
       
     

 


